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You may never have considered it, or even thought it was possible, but 
you already have the power and the tools to make a valuable contribution to 

understanding and protecting the environment. All you need is a smartphone or a tablet 
and the desire to make a real and tangible impact on the future of our environment.

Scent o�ers an integrated toolbox of smart technologies, placing you at the centre. Scent 
invites you to take photos of Land-Cover and Land-Use and to measure environmental 
details of interest in a playful way. Our  gaming applications are fun and simple to play on 

your smartphone or tablet. 

The toolbox bene�ts from innovative machine learning techniques to make sense of the 
images you take and to measure the subtle changes in our landscapes. We believe that these 
changes could create big problems over time, but that they can be avoided if we gather enough 

information to identify and stop them before they cause detrimental e�ects to communities, 
ecosystems and environmental sustainability. Together, we need to be looking at the bigger picture.

WE NEED YOUR HELP
How can you help? Joining the Scent movement is free and easy. You only need to visit the App 
store and download our game to your smartphone or tablet. The next step requires minimal 
e�ort or investment of your time, as you provide vital data, images and videos from areas of 
interest, from which our toolbox will process all the available information to identify changes 

in the landscape. Remember that your small contributions can 
go a long way in our e�ort to build the 

bigger picture!

SCENT CITIZEN OBSERVATORY
We are already forming “citizens’ observatories” of volunteers 

who share our desire to be more informed about the changes in 
our surroundings so that informed decisions can be made to protect 

the environment for future generations. In summer 2018, we will 
focus on two speci�cally selected regions, to study an environmental 

change issue common to both regions, but in di�erent contexts.

FLOOD MONITORING & MANAGEMENT: 
DANUBE DELTA & KIFISOS RIVER

The two regions are the Danube Delta in Romania, where �ooding is a necessary 
and welcome part of maintaining the ecosystem, and the Ki�sos River basin around 

Athens in Greece, where �ooding is a major problem for the local communities.
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“Our unique ecosystem, with its vibrant wildlife and remarkable 
plant life, is sustained by �ood waters. They help keep the cycle 
of life �owing in the region. We need to understand how these 
�ood waters work, and piece together all the data and images 

of this part of the planet - our part of the planet. 
We play a vital role in the Bigger Picture.”

SIZE: 3124.4 km² POPULATION: 20,000

BIODIVERSITY: The largest area of vast biodiversity 
in Europe, with over 300 species of birds including 
cormorants, white tailed eagles and glossy ibises, 
other animals such as wildcats, foxes and wolves, boar 
and deer as well as 45 freshwater �sh species.

“The urban landscape is changing dramatically. Streams are 
covered with concrete. Forests are torn down. The natural 

course of our river has been modi�ed. We need to understand 
our river better. We need a clearer picture of its course and of 
surrounding land use changes. We need to protect our lives 
and our communities from the rivers’ destructive potential.

We play a vital role in the Bigger Picture.”

Kifis
G

SIZE: 381 km² POPULATION: 4,000,000

BIODIVERSITY: Despite having su�ered terribly from 
human interventions, biodiversity is still partly 
maintained in the region with plane trees, ferns, 
oleanders, eucalyptus, blackberry bushes and reeds, 
and animals such as frogs, turtles and small �sh.
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YOU CAN PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN SCENT IN SOME EASY WAYS:
Play our games: Our Scent Explore app invites you to go to areas of interest, 

explore, take pictures and tag them. By doing so, you will capture important river 
data such as water level and velocity and measure soil moisture. 

Join our campaigns: You can join any of our campaigns in the Danube Delta from 
August 2018 and in Ki�sos from September 2018 onwards. We will train you in advance 
of �eld work, teaching you new skills, working with like-minded people and focus on 

collecting land-cover and land-use images, river data and sensor measurements. 

By playing and joining, your contributions will be uploaded to the Scent Smart Toolbox 
that will combine and make sense of the data that has been shared by you and others like 

you. This data can then be used to improve current �ood hazard maps, �ood models and 
contribute to international earth observation repositories, such as GEOSS.

TECHNICAL ENQUIRIES
Dr. Angelos J. Amditis
SCENT Project Coordinator
Institute of Communication and Computer Systems
a.amditis@iccs.gr 
+30-210-772-1663

MEDIA/COMMUNICATIONS ENQUIRIES
Eddie Shaw
Director and Head of H2020
Carr Communications
eddie@carrcommunications.ie 
+353 (0)1 772 8900

Con

“I AM NOT FROM ROMANIA OR GREECE – 
HOW CAN I CONTRIBUTE?”

If you aren’t in Romania or Greece, you can still play a vital role 
and make a meaningful contribution to the bigger picture.

Train our tools: Our browser-based crowdsourcing platform, Scent 
Collaborate, lets you train and improve our automated tools simply by 

browsing images and stating whether you can see pastures,  forests, river 
banks, buildings, paved areas, and other tags of interest. This way, with your help, we 

are able to validate our tools and correct ambiguous cases. You can access Scent 
Collaborate anytime, anywhere on your computer, tablet or smartphone.

And this is just the beginning, as we expand and deploy these methods to other regions and 
other issues caused by environmental change to create a clearer, bigger picture of how our 
environment is changing – a picture that we hope will represent not destruction, but 
evolution so that we and future generations can take informed action that is in harmony 
with our environment.
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